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RESTORING THE BALANCE
with designer Darren Palmer at the reins, a handsome inner-city bachelor pad has 
emerged from what was once a neglected art deco ‘box’

Beautiful tan leather  
Marvin sofa by Jardan.  
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By Jordana Reid

Where large, flat-screen TVs and flashy furniture would usually 
take pride of place, Darren Palmer’s own bachelor pad 
exhibits his most-loved possessions and coveted designer 
furniture. It comes as no shock then that by the time the 

project was complete this eligible bachelor had found his match. “The big 
surprise in making my ultimate bachelor pad was getting married before it 
was finished,” says Darren, who now resides in North Bondi with his two-year-
old son, two dogs and a cat.

While embarking on this project, however, it was to be his home for the 
next few years, so Darren relished the chance to paint his self-portrait on 

this beautifully blank canvas. “It was so much fun to simply think something 
up and then make it happen without having to explain to the client,” he says. 
His boyish enthusiasm extended to manual labour, as he worked tirelessly 
to save on budget. Everything from project management to plastering was 
done with his own two hands, drawing on the help of friends where possible. 
“I personally patched the entire floor, laid the wood on the bedroom wall 
and cabinet tops, installed all the cabinets and plastered and painted the 
entire apartment,” he says. Despite the project not living out his dream as 
the ultimate blokes’ abode, the project has proven fruitful for Darren, with an 
estimated 40 per cent return on investment.

The 48-square-metre apartment is nestled in a gorgeous art deco 

block enjoying city views, a vast two-storey foyer and lots of beautiful deco 
detailing. Sadly, this grandeur didn’t extend to the apartment’s interior, 
which Darren describes as “a sparse, utilitarian space”. “There are no 
feature cornices and no grand design devices, but the proportions are such 
that you don’t see them repeated in modern architecture as a matter of 
course,” he says. According to the Art Deco society of Sydney, the building 
is one of top-three art deco buildings in the area. It was also heritage-listed, 
meaning that Darren had to work in consultation with council and experts 
throughout the renovation.

Walking into the apartment from the ornate 1930s elevator, it seems 
a borderless transition from old-world charm to contemporary class. 

“I actually used the original colour scheme (black and timber) of the 
beautifully restored elevator carriage as inspiration,” he says. The lounge 
room and entryway boast Darren’s signature style — natural, textured and 
contemporary, culminating in a homely and definitely masculine aesthetic.

Making the most of the building’s beautiful bones, Darren began the 
renovation by restoring the building’s original Tallowwood floors. “I wanted 
to restore [them] back to their creamy natural colour. The raw and very 
textured finish is from coating them with China Wood oil.” Taking a twist on 
tradition, Tallow Wood now extends through the apartment, even cladding 
the bedroom wall. Timber forms the basis of an organic palette, now 
punctuated by bold dashes of black throughout. 

a home for me is well 
designed, well thought 
out with a place for 
everything and a 
purpose for all. I’m not 
big on stuff — I’d rather 
some beautiful art and a 
fresh space.

before

The textured grass cloth 
wallpaper is a great foil for  
the difference in texture of 
the old 1930s walls and the 
new gyprock ones installed  
in the renovation.

Realax stacked side tables 
by Tim Collins, supplied  
by Hub furniture.
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Darren’s selection of materials throughout the apartment gives it an alluring and tactile appeal. 
The living space features grass cloth wallpaper, hosting one of his favourite artworks. Sculpted 
from layered plywood, the piece looks as if it was commissioned for this home. “My friend Mark 
made it for his partner Lenny. He told me that one day he just had a flash of the design and made 
it for her as a token of love. Isn’t that the sweetest 
thing you’ve heard? They’ve moved and there 
seems to be no place for it in their new home, so 
I’m minding it for now.”

Where a bad, 1980s-style kitchen once stood 
there is now a sleek, black space. While at first 
glance it seems a bold choice, it was actually a 
considered move by Darren to soften the space. 
“I didn’t want the kitchen to be too ‘present’, like 
some object looming over you from the corner,” 
he explains. “I wanted it to be discreet and even 
disappear into a void. Now, if you dim or turn off 
the lights in the apartment at night you can’t define 
the edges of the room — it simply gives you a 
beautiful living space to enjoy.”

Bridging the old kitchen area to the new cabinetry 
is a bespoke wall, now his favourite element of the 
whole design. “I could have tiled it or used a false 
panel, but I wanted something bolder,” he says. “I 

before

The kitchen features a high- 
gloss Smartstone benchtop.

Darren sourced Tallowwood for 
the bedroom wall from Ironwood 
in Rozelle, NSW. Despite hauling it 
up five flights of stairs, he says it 
was a worthwhile investment. 

The croc leather wall is now one of 
Darren Palmer's favourite features.
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THE BUDGET BREaKDOwN
Total spend: $40,000
Size: 48 square metres
Cost per unit: $833.33 per square meter
Value increase: $200,000
ROI: 40 per cent

found a beautiful picture of a friend’s horse that was taken by an amazing local 
photographer. I had it transferred onto matte-adhesive vinyl, then onto the 
wall. It’s a beautiful, dark image with lots of movement in the mane and tail, 
though it’s so subtle that at first glance it could be just another black panel. 
When you see it clearly and register the tones and movement of the image, 
it’s really very beautiful.”

In the bedroom adjacent, natural forms and woody hues prevail. 
“I just love the iconography of nature … I love organic textures, florals, 
leather, horns, wood, stone and metal.” A dandelion rug by Armadillo 
& Co sets a sculptural undertone, contrasted by an embossed black 
croc-leather wall. Animal motifs are a recurring theme, with two South 
African Springbok pillows and various tusks and horns adorning the 

leather bed. Bold pops of turquoise restore the balance, infusing just a 
touch of femininity to the finish. The ensuite — a badly neglected 1930s 
bathroom — was replaced with a sleek, modern one. Reconfiguring the 
layout, Darren increased space, storage and amenity to the room, using a 
natural colour palette to give the illusion of space. 

Breathing new life into the apartment, Darren removed two full 
walls, relocated a doorway, added new nib walls, a new-for-old kitchen 
and bathroom, and installed new finishes and joinery to create a 
clean and cohesive result. Breaking the mould, this is a bachelor pad 
that exudes elegance, warmth and personality. “A home for me is 
well designed and well thought out with a place for everything and a 
purpose for all,” says Darren. “I’m not big on stuff — I’d rather some 
beautiful art and a fresh space.” 

For more information, visit darrenpalmer.com 

The 48-square metre apartment is 
nestled in a gorgeous art deco block 
enjoying city views, a vast two-
storey foyer and lots of beautiful 
deco detailing.

The textured grass cloth 
wallpaper is a great foil for 
the difference in texture 
of the old 1930s walls and 
the new gyprock ones 
installed in the renovation.

A natural colour palette  
and faux-timber tiles create  
a relaxed and understated  
finish in the bathroom.


